
Grade 6 Math

Placement Criteria and Timelines

(Effective for 2013-14 School Year - Grade 6 Math Course Placements)
There are two mathematics classes in which incoming Grade 6 students will be placed:

Math 6
This is the regular Grade 6 math course.  No placement criteria required.

Math 7 Acc
Score “Advanced” on the Grade 5 Math California Standards Test and pass the Grade 7 Acc
Placement Test.
The Math 7 Acc Placement Test will be given to all Capistrano USD Grade 5 students in May 2013. This new placement test is based solely on the California Grade 6 Common Core Math Standards. This 1-hour test will include 40 multiple choice questions and three “explain your reasoning”/free-response questions, measuring students’ math reasoning skills at the Grade 6 level, as defined by the Common Core Math Standards.  The “explain your reasoning”/free-response questions will be scored using a rubric by middle school math teachers during the summer of 2013.
Students will be informed of their Grade 6 math course placement (either Math 6 or

Math 7 Acc) in August during middle school registration.  Students enrolled in Math 6 will not have the opportunity to re-take the Math 7 Acc Placement Test.  Starting with the 2013-14 school year, Algebra 1 will no longer be a course offering for 6th grade students.
GATE/AAA identification and/or teacher recommendations will not be used in determining student placement in Grade 6 math courses.

Grade 6 students enrolled in Math 7 Acc must earn at least a “B” average for the first two quarters in order to maintain their enrollment in that course.  Students who earn less than a “B” average will be transferred to Math 6.
Grade 6 Math
Course Descriptions

Math 6
Students develop skills in computation as well as mathematical thinking and problem solving.  The curriculum is based on the California Grade 6 Common Core Math Standards, with a focus on the following topics…

• Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems.

• Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide fractions by 

   fractions.


• Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers and find common factors and multiples.

• Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers.


• Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic to algebraic expressions.


• Reason about and solve one-variable equations and inequalities.


• Represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and independent variables.


• Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and volume.


• Develop understanding of statistical variability.


• Summarize and describe distributions.

Math 6 students will be enrolled in either Math 7 or Math 7 Acc in Grade 7, then in either Math 8 or Algebra 1 in Grade 8.

Math 7 Acc
Students develop skills in computation as well as mathematical thinking and problem solving.  The curriculum is based on a combination of the California Grade 7 and Grade 8 Common Core Math Standards, with a focus on the following topics…


• Analyze proportional relationships and use them to solve real-world and mathematical problems.

• Apply and extend previous understandings of operations with fractions to add, subtract, multiply, 

   and divide rational numbers.

• Know that there are numbers that are not rational and approximate them by rational numbers.


• Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions.

• Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions and 

   equations.


• Work with radicals and integer exponents.

• Understand the connection between proportional relationships, lines, and linear equations.


• Analyze and solve linear equations.


• Draw, construct and describe geometrical figures and describe the relationships between them.


• Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, and 


   volume.


• Understand congruence and similarity using physical models, transparencies, or geometry 


   software.


• Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving volume of cylinders, cones, and spheres.


• Use random sampling to draw inferences about a population.

• Draw informal comparative inferences about two populations.


• Investigate chance processes and develop, use, and evaluate probability models.

Students who successfully complete Math 7 Acc in Grade 6 will be enrolled in Algebra 1 in Grade 7, then in Geometry in Grade 8.

Updated 3/25/13

